
When girls are
explicitly told that
other girls are not
interested in a CS

course they feel less
belonging in the

course.

HER PLACE IN TECH: 

When girls expect
they won’t feel like
they belong in a CS
course, they are less

interested in
enrolling in that

course. 

The CS field continues to be underrepresented with
only 21% of CS bachelor degrees earned by women. 

UNDERREPRESENTATION

STEREOTYPES
Our society has a stereotype that girls do not like

computer science (CS). 

WHAT CAN WE DO

Adolescent girls’
sense of belonging in
CS courses is highly

sensitive to the issue
of representation. 

Underrepresentation
in CS courses reduces

girls’ sense of
belonging and

enrollment interest. 

Make sure girls know
that CS can be fun
and interesting.  

Teach CS courses with
content that is fun

and interesting to all
students. 

Encourage girls to
take CS classes. 

When classes have
equal representation,

emphasize that
information. 

Promoting Girls in
Computer Science
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