
Ethnography Comprehensive Exam – Reading List  
 
 Ethnographies 

Cashman, Ray. 2008. Storytelling on the Northern Irish Border: Characters and Community. Bloomington: 

Indiana UP. 

Dégh, Linda. 1989. Folktales and Society: Story-telling in a Hungarian Peasant Community. 2
nd

 ed. 

Bloomington: Indiana UP. 

Glassie, Henry. 1982. Passing the Time in Ballymenone. Bloomington: Indiana UP. 
Kulick, D. (1992). Language Shift and Cultural Reproduction: Socialization, Self, and Syncretism in a Papua 

New Guinean Village. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Malinowski, B. 1922. Introduction to Argonauts of the Western Pacific. London: Routledge; and 1967. A 
Diary in the Strict Sense of the Word. NY: Harcourt 

Mead, Margaret. (2001; 1928). Coming of Age in Samoa. NY: Harper Collins.   
Mendoza-Denton, N. 200.8 Homegirls: Language and Cultural Practice Among Latina Youth Gangs. Malden, 

MA: Blackwell Publishing. 

 
 Studies, manuals, and teaching texts 
Blommaert, J. & Dong, J. 2010. Ethnographic Fieldwork: A Beginner’s Guide.  

Briggs, Charles. 1986. Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic Appraisal of the Role of the Interview in Social 
Science Research.  Cambridge University P.    

Jackson, Bruce, and Ives, Edward D. 1996. The World Observed: Reflections on the Fieldwork Process. 
Chicago: U of Illinois P. 

Kutsche, Paul. 1998. Field Ethnography: A Manual for Doing Cultural Anthropology.  

Sunstein, Bonnie Stone and Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater. 2002. Fieldworking: Reading and Writing Research. 2
nd

 

ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins. 

 

  Ethnography in Folklore, Oral History, and Sociology 

Boas, F. 1935. Kwakiutl Culture as Reflected in Mythology. NY: American Folklore Society. 
Ives, Edward D. 1995. The Tape-Recorded Interview: A Manual for Fieldworkers in Folklore and Oral History. 

Knoxville: U of Tennessee P. 
Jackson, Bruce. 1987. Fieldwork. Chicago: University of Illinois P. 
 Journal of American Folklore special section. 1999. “The Self in Fieldwork.” Special section of vol. 112, no. 

444. 
Journal of Folklore Research. 2004. Special issue: “Advocacy Issues in Folklore.” Vol. 36, nos. 2-3. 
American Folklore Society. 1988, 2011. Statement on Ethics (http://www.afsnet.org/?page=Ethics) and 

Statement on Human Subjects (http://www.afsnet.org/?page=HumanSubjects)  
Reissman, Catherine Kohler. 2008. Narrative Methods in the Human Sciences. Los Angeles: Sage. 
Schneider, William. 2002. So They Understand: Cultural Issues in Oral History. Logan: Utah State U P. 
 
 Ethnography in sociolinguistics 
Basso, K. (1992). Western Apache Language and Culture: Essays in Linguistic Anthropology. U of Arizona 

Press. 

Bayley, R. & Schecter, R. (eds.). (2003). Language Socialization in Bilingual and Multilingual Societies. 

Multilingual Matters.  

Duranti, A. (1994). From Grammar to Politics. U of California Press. 

Gonzalez, N. (2001). I am my Language. University of Arizona Press. 

Gumperz, J. & Hymes, D. (eds.). (1972). Directions in Sociolinguistics. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. 

Heath, S.B. (1983). Ways With Words: Language, Life and Work in Communities and Classrooms. Cambridge. 

Kroskrity, P. (ed.). (1999) Regimes of Language: Ideologies, Polities, and Identity.  SAR Press.  

McCarty, T. (ed.) (2011). Ethnography and Language Policy. Routledge. 

http://www.afsnet.org/?page=Ethics
http://www.afsnet.org/?page=HumanSubjects


Ochs, E. & Schieffelin, B. (1984). Language acquisition and socialization: Three developmental stories and their 

implications. In Culture theory: Mind, self, and emotion, ed. by R. Shweder & R. LeVine. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Wortham, S. & Rymes, B. (eds.) (2002). Linguistic Anthropology of Education. Praeger. 

 

In addition to these 30 items, the student shall, in consultation with the examiner, choose 10 texts 

reflecting his/her specialization  

 
 
 

http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/anthro/faculty/ochs/articles/ochsandschieffelin1984.pdf
http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/anthro/faculty/ochs/articles/ochsandschieffelin1984.pdf

